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like an oil slick over the world. The
Netherlands, where this vision of soci-
ety has become dominant, is no excep-
tion.

The Netherlands
and neoliberalism

In 1994 the Netherlands elected, for
the first time since the 1970s, a social
democratic (Labour) prime minister.
But the ambitions of Wim Kok in no
way resemble those of his predecessor
of that decade, Joop den Uyl. In the
Netherlands, as elsewhere, liberalisa-
tion, privatisation and market-working
have in the meantime become the new
mantra. Changes which under the rule
of Christian Democrat Ruud Lubbers
(who formed governments first in coa-
lition with the right wing liberals, the
VVD, and later with the Labour Party)
were tentatively under way, were taken
further, and with greater energy, by the
so-called Purple Coalition of Labour,
VVD and left liberals D66. The social
security system is being rapidly broken
up and privatised. Industries formerly
under state control, such as the railway,
local public transport, postal services
and the energy sector have been or are
being privatised. In every area of socie-
ty, from home care to theatre and from
education to the police, we hear de-
mands for privatisation from a business
sector that cares only for profit. Ques-
tions such as ‘how many have you
sold?’ and ‘what do the markets think?’
have become more important than
‘how does this contribute to the quality
of life and to personal development?'
In the supposed interests of the coun-
try's international competitiveness we
have had years of wage moderation for
lower- and middle-income groups. At
the same time, and with the same ex-

cuse, there has been an enormous in-
crease in incomes for the richest. In the
last ten years of the 20th century the
number of millionaires quadrupled,
reaching 200,000 in 1999. While busi-
ness profits grew hugely, taxes on cor-
porations were lowered. Never before
has there been more money sloshing
around the stock exchange – the fa-
vourite child of the neoliberal family.

Worldwide, unrestrained
capitalism

On the global level the changes
wrought by neoliberalism have been
even more impressive. The World
Trade Organisation has brought about
an unprecedented liberalisation of in-
ternational trade. This has gradually
made it virtually impossible for coun-
tries to protect themselves against un-
wanted products (those, for example,
produced under unacceptable working
conditions, or which are environmen-
tally damaging, or which damage the
local economy). International investors
profit from the deregulation of capital
movements. Thanks to computers and
telecommunications technology enor-
mous amounts of money flash around
the world, continually seeking the
highest returns. The upshot has been a
number of major regional crises, such
as those in Mexico, South East Asia
and South America. Even if damage to
the world economy as a whole has
been contained, consequences locally
have been severe: falling wages, mass
unemployment and ever fewer funds
for public services.

From welfare state
to ‘polder model’

In the Netherlands the welfare state,
constructed after the Second World
War, is being demolished piece by
piece. Income differentials are grow-
ing, while public provisions such as the
social security system, social housing,
education, public transport and health
care are cut.
It is true that the ‘polder model’ (a sys-
tem which sees employers, trade un-
ions and government cooperating har-
moniously and where conflicts are
avoided) contributed to the wellbeing
of many groups. Yet at the same time it
allowed the social dike to be breached
and, at the close of the 20th century,

The last quarter of the 20th century has
seen dramatic changes throughout the
world. The struggle between capital-
ism and communism, which dominat-
ed most of the century, has almost dis-
appeared. Communism, that from
1917 developed as an actual political-
economic system and by 1950 ruled
over a third of the world’s people, has
suffered a worldwide collapse under
the weight of its lack of democracy, of
its rigidity, dirigisme and corruption.
Capitalism, which halfway through the
century, after two world wars, ap-
peared to be in terminal decline, suc-
ceeded in reforming itself and has re-
turned in the last 25 years with a re-
markable dynamic. The world has
been flooded with neoliberalism, the
new belief in the blessings of capital-
ism and the free market. The renewed
global hegemony of capitalism as the
economic basis of society is invoking
new forms of opposition and sharpen-
ing those which already existed. At the
beginning of the 21st century it is time
to consider the consequences of these
developments in the Netherlands, Eu-
rope and the world.

A neoliberal oil slick

According to neoliberal ideology, so-
cial life and the regulation of society
should, as far as possible, be left to free
market forces. In order to allow this
free market to do its work as well as
possible, restrictive laws and rules
(protecting people, the environment or
society) must be scrapped and the tax
burden lightened. State authority
should be limited to a number of core
tasks, such as the preservation of pub-
lic order, justice and the running of an
army. From the United States and
Great Britain, neoliberalism has spread

On the way to
Brutopia?
The state of the Netherlands,
Europe and the world at the
beginning of the 21st Century
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structural poverty to return. The rapid
and profound liberalisation of the
economy, the thorough opening up to
foreign capital and the extensive trans-
fer to the market of activities previous-
ly under public control have led to the
undermining of democracy and a
strengthening of the power of employ-
ers. The welfare state is being convert-
ed into a threadbare, neoliberal rump
state. The legitimate democratic au-
thorities exercise decreasing control
over important sectors whilst the une-
lected and uncontrollable 'market' be-
comes increasingly dominant. From a
cultural point of view, also, society is
being impoverished. Commercial con-
siderations oust those of taste and the
single-minded pursuit of individual
profit strikes at important values and
standards. At a time when the Dutch
population is higher than ever, more
and more of our people live in condi-
tions of exclusion and isolation. People
who, for whatever reason, are insuffi-
ciently productive, quickly experience
the disadvantages of the Americanisa-
tion of our society.

Worldwide divide

Just as in the Netherlands, throughout
Europe the contradictions resulting
from these processes grow ever sharp-
er. Western Europe forms the largest
united free market in the world. Within
its borders enormous wealth is created,
but at the same time social divisions
grow ever more bitter. Eastern and
Central Europe fall prey to disintegra-
tion, social inequality and burgeoning
poverty for most of the population,
while a minority accumulates exorbi-
tant wealth. In the countries which now
make up the European Union, where
since the beginning of the 20th century
democracy within the nation state has
developed, this same democracy is
now being driven down. Gradually,
major aspects of national sovereignty
are being handed over to an undemo-
cratic executive layer, in which big
countries and established economic in-
terests set the tone. The European Par-
liament is powerless to fill a democrat-
ic deficit brought about by the exclu-
sion of national parliaments. The

Council of Ministers' private agenda
offers no space for participation or
democratic control.
Across the world, the gap between
poor and rich is growing. Large areas
of the world, including almost the
whole of the African continent, ap-
pear to have been simply written off.
According to the United Nations,
more than a billion of the world's six
billion inhabitants live in extreme
poverty. Two out of ten children are
undernourished. The contradictions
between rich and poor, between plen-
ty and want, between the powerful
and the powerless, are proportionally
greater than ever before. These con-
tradictions are together the principal
cause of war, civil war and the world-
wide stream of refugees.

The ‘free’ market makes
people unfree

The much-lauded free market often ap-
pears successful in the short term, but
in every respect fails to deal adequately
with the long term. The virtually com-
plete freedom enjoyed by capitalist en-
terprises is leading to a situation in
which millions of people throughout
the world must live out their lives in
unfree-dom, exploited, oppressed, un-
derfed, underdeveloped. Huge moral
questions concerning the quality of
life, respect for animals, the malleabil-
ity of genetic material, to name just a
few, are, under the free market, placed
in the hands of those who know no
morality. The same goes for the in-
creasingly urgent problems of the de-
struction of nature, of environmental
pollution, soil exhaustion and waste of
raw materials. All of these demand
much more careful consideration than
the narrowly economic approach to
which the market is limited. The effec-
tive tackling of these problems calls for
a broader approach, one in which the
measuring stick is the wellbeing of the
whole of humanity.

On the way to Brutopia

The sustained economic growth of the
international economy during the
1990s has given the advocates of neo-

liberalism a triumphal impression.
The belief that a free market will
bring the best possible world finds
everywhere adherents and has embed-
ded itself, moreover, in the thought of
formerly social democratic parties,
which now accept the existing capital-
ist order as the only one possible and
try, therefore, to tie together the ‘so-
cial’ and the ‘liberal’. Under the col-
lective name ‘Third Way’ they are
transforming themselves into ‘social-
liberal’ parties and claim that the free
market, provided that it is accompa-
nied by their rule, can leave the com-
munity with a responsible social base.
But is this claim justified? Is a mean-
ingful, fundamental critique of capi-
talism no longer possible? Is the
present world order the only one pos-
sible and must we simply accept the
bad with the good?
We think not. And a growing group
of people agrees with us, people who
feel themselves less and less at home
in this world that supporters of the
free market have conjured up. Any-
one who takes a critical look at the
condition of society in the Nether-
lands, Europe and the rest of the
world can see that capitalism, lack-
ing values and restraints, is ill-
equipped to deliver prosperity and
wellbeing to everyone. Anyone who
listens closely will be struck by the
fact that the neoliberal answers to the
major problems of our time are inad-
equate, one-sided and take no ac-
count of the relationships between
things. This is precisely why it is
useful, necessary and challenging to
consider feasible alternatives to this
valueless and unrestrained capitalist
‘Brutopia’. Ever more market, ever
less democracy; ever more commer-
cialisation, ever less culture; ever
more glaring contradictions in socie-
ty, ever weaker feelings of communi-
ty and kindred spirit: things could go
on like this, but they need not. Our
future is the result of the political,
economic and social choices which
we make. If we want change, we can-
not wait patiently for an auspicious
moment to arrive. Humanity is not
only the product of history, but also
makes it – we make our future!
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and the determination which this strug-
gle demands. Our rational analysis
gives us the insight, gives direction to
our alternatives, and the strategy and
tactics we need if we are to succeed.
Human dignity, equality of worth, and
solidarity together with our rational
analysis of the world form the core of
socialism, the yardstick by which we
judge developments and alternatives.
Positive experiences we attempt to
build upon, the negative to learn from
so that we can prevent or resist a recur-
rence. Because of this our general
starting point is also useful in our daily
political practice, and there is a clear
and verifiable link between our general
vision and our specific opinions and
proposals.

Human dignity

By human dignity we mean the respect
of one person for another, the right
freely to participate in decisions affect-
ing the organisation of society, a secure
existence for everyone, and a fair
chance for every person to pursue, in
full respect for others and for all that
lives, his or her personal happiness,
with the corollary that everyone is re-
sponsible for his or her own thoughts
and actions.

Equality of worth

A civilised society demands the funda-
mental recognition that all people are

of equal worth, none more than anoth-
er. To treat everyone equally demands
broad tolerance throughout society and
the absence of every form of discrimi-
nation and neglect.

Solidarity

If we insist that everyone is of equal val-
ue, we at the same time recognise that
not everyone is equal in every sense of
the word, or in terms of opportunity.
Because of this we must constantly or-
ganise solidarity between people, help-
ing and caring for each other where nec-
essary and giving everyone a real
chance to lead a fulfilling life.

The principal tasks of the
Socialist Party

Our fundamental belief in human dig-
nity, equality of worth, and solidarity
sets us against a society which
throughout the world is becoming
dominated by a mentality of ‘every
man for himself’, one in which ‘might
makes right’ wins out over the princi-
pal of equal opportunities for all. We
are determined to break the tightening
grip of ‘capital’ over society. We refuse
to hand society's management over to
the free play of market forces. We do
not accept that capitalist economic
laws determine the margins within
which politics can operate. For these
reasons we are striving to break the
current neoliberal trend. This means
working inside and outside parliament
to improve the representation of the
people and our contacts with the popu-
lation as a whole.
These are the principal tasks of the So-
cialist Party:

● the formulating of a fundamental
critique of the capitalist world order

● the development and carrying for-
ward of a struggle for the realisation
of short- and long-term alternatives

● dialogue and cooperation with eve-
ryone who is prepared to think
about and act for a better world

The Whole
of Humanity
Core Vision, Tasks and Goals
of the Socialist Party

Our lives are to an important degree
determined by the pressure to survive.
We are all individuals who are respon-
sible for our own actions, and we all
want to lead our lives in complete free-
dom. Yet it is equally true that none of
us can survive alone, still less lead a
meaningful life. We have a constant
need for each other, because we are
also social beings. Our development is
above all the product of cooperation
between people.
On the basis of this conviction the So-
cialist Party has formulated our core
vision, our tasks and our alternatives
for the future.

The core of socialism

As the Socialist Party our ideas and ac-
tivities are guided by three central con-
cepts: human dignity, equality of
worth, and solidarity. It is these values
that through centuries of experience
have emerged as elements essential to
human civilisation and progress. In the
future these values will continue to be
fundamental to any society which
wishes to be seen as (still) civilised and
which wants to continue to develop.
By means of a rational and concrete
analysis of capitalism and its effects on
people and society we create the condi-
tions under which we can make our
struggle for a better world effective.
Our moral indignation over all the
missed chances to create such a world
gives us the engagement, the energy
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in elections and to follow the activities
of their elected representatives, and
when necessary recall them. For de-
mocracy to function correctly, deci-
sion-making must be transparent and
the distance between decision-maker
and citizen made as small as possible.
Citizens must have more influence
over their living and working condi-
tions. This would increase opportuni-
ties for active participation in decision-
making procedures and reduce the risk
of disaffection and political apathy.
Parliamentary democracy, based on
equitable representation, is the most
important means through which the
popular will is expressed and put into
practice. Defence and strengthening of
parliamentary democracy is thus of
paramount importance. The handing
over of sovereign powers to undemo-
cratic supernational institutions, such
as the European Union, leads to seri-
ous and unacceptable erosion of de-
mocracy. An elected head of state,
elected Queen’s Commissioners and
elected mayors would be elements of
the broadening and deepening of de-
mocracy, as would consultative and
corrective referenda and popular initia-
tives on important issues. Society has a
duty to guarantee and further the hu-
man rights of each individual, as stated
in the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, the Treaty on the Rights of the
Child and other international treaties.
Every form of discrimination must be
combated with vigour.

A society based on cooperation

Work is part of life, and everyone has a
right to work. At the same time we do
not live to work – we work to live. For
this reason we are against the 24-hour
economy and ever-increasing flexibili-
sation of work in the interests of profit
maximalisation, just as we are for the
sharing out of available work. Disabled
people have as much right as others to
work, a goal which could be realised
by the opening of suitable workplaces
by the public and private sector. In-
stead of continually adapting people to
work, work should be made more suit-
able for people. The state should force

enterprises to contribute to the realisa-
tion of full employment. In this way
waste of labour power and the throw-
ing of people on to the scrapheap
would be prevented. As a corollary,
every citizen should be expected to
contribute, to the best of his or her abil-
ity, to the optimal functioning of the
society. This could be through paid
work, but also through provision of
care to children or adults in need of
care, or through voluntary work. Pen-
sioners should be given the opportuni-
ty, should they wish it, to put their
knowledge and skills at society's dis-
posal, either as a paid worker or re-
spected volunteer; the right to a care-
free old age must, however, also be
guaranteed.

A society of fair shares

Only when everyone has the chance of
wellbeing can a sustainable improve-
ment in the quality of life be achieved.
Net incomes should for this reason be
subject not only to a legal minimum,
but to a legal maximum. Unlimited in-
comes serve no reasonable interest and
make unjustifiable demands on money
that would be better used for social
purposes. The government must have
sufficient funds to maintain such basic
services as education, public transport
and health care at a high level of quali-
ty.
Anyone unable to do paid work, or
who is exempt from such work, should
have a right to a guaranteed secure ex-
istence, sufficient to make possible full
participation in society. The tax system
must contribute to a redistribution of
wealth, with those who can afford it
carrying the heaviest burden. This de-
mands a progressive system of tax on
incomes, property, profit and inherit-
ance. Through international treaties the
worldwide race to find the cheapest la-
bour and the most ‘favourable’ tax
rates must be brought to an end.

A healthy society

Everyone should have an equal right to
protection of their health and to high
quality health care. This is both a mat-
ter of civilised values and, moreover,
an investment in the future. Everyone
should therefore have free access to
necessary health care, with the state
taking responsibility for its financing.

Despite the explosive increase in
knowledge and resources the twentieth
century has not lead us to a ‘Utopia’.
Society has instead developed increas-
ingly in the direction of a ‘Brutopia’, a
brutal jungle where the right of the
strongest prevails. This development,
of such a capitalist ideal state – ideal,
that is, for the rich and powerful – we
are determined to resist with all means
at our disposal, to struggle, in the inter-
ests of all, for a better society in the
twenty-first century. Below we set out,
under ten headings, our ideas for this
better world.

A democratic society

To guarantee human dignity, equality
and solidarity will demand a profound
democratisation of society. Because of
the determining influence of the econ-
omy over the quality of life, democrat-
ic control over the economy is of the
greatest importance. Democratic con-
trol must take precedence over any
control linked to economic power or
private wealth. This in turn demands
systematic extension of the control ex-
ercised by democratically elected bod-
ies over the economy, as well as a
structural increase in the control exer-
cised by workers over the firms in
which they are employed. The demo-
cratic principle ‘one person one vote’ is
fairer and more reasonable than the
capitalist principle ‘one share one
vote’. A democratised society is the
best guarantee of such essentials as the
defence of social progress and justice,
health, nature and the environment.
Essential services, public transport and
infrastructure belong in the hands of
the public authorities. Basic provisions
such as education and health care
should come under the direct supervi-
sion of the government. Only the gov-
ernment can guarantee equal access of
everyone to these services and only the
government can take decisions which
take into account the broader picture
and the longer term.
Democracy consists not only of rights,
but of duties. The most important of
these is the duty to be involved. Citi-
zens should be expected to participate

Alternatives to ‘Brutopia’
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Because health depends so heavily on
living and working conditions, on up-
bringing, education and nutrition, care
must be taken to ensure that everyone,
notwithstanding his or her social cir-
cumstances, has the chance to develop
healthily. The causes of socio-econom-
ic health differentials must be vigor-
ously addressed. Giving precedence to
some citizens at the expense of others
on non-medical grounds is unaccepta-
ble. Prevention is better than cure. For
these reasons prevention and early
identification of situations which pose
a threat to health should play a major
role in health care. Information and
surveillance in relation to food and the
environment and the promotion of a
healthy lifestyle are of great impor-
tance. It should be possible for every-
one to take part in sports. Instead of a
one-sided emphasis on top performers,
more attention should be given to the
more important matter of broad availa-
bility of sport and the contribution this
can make to individuals and society.
Human dignity can be affected by un-
bearable and hopeless suffering,
putting both patient and doctor in an
extremely difficult situation. Euthana-
sia is, in the last stages of terminal ill-
ness, permissible under very strict con-
ditions. As a society we must do every-
thing in our power to improve, to the
highest level possible, the quality of
life of people who become dependent
on our care. In this way euthanasia can
be prevented from becoming an escape
route, rather than a reaction to an ex-
treme situation.

A sustainable society

People do not live only with other peo-
ple, but with nature. Respect for all that
lives is a hallmark of civilisation and a
healthy intellect. Society must find a
sustainable balance between the social
importance of an activity and its conse-
quences for nature and the environ-
ment, a balance which should be deter-
mined and maintained by democratic
vigilance. Activities which threaten
human life or wellbeing either now or
in the future must be prevented. Unbri-
dled growth of production and the con-
sumer society lead to unacceptable
damage to nature and environment.
The government must take care that
production of goods and services is not
carried out at the expense of the envi-

ronment. The general interest must
here take precedence over that of the
individual. The state should, where
necessary, take action against enter-
prises and individuals.
Farmers must have the chance to farm
in a responsible manner, one which re-
spects humanity and the environment.
Organic agriculture should be encour-
aged. The interests of animals should
be given more attention. The damage
done to animal welfare in the biotech-
nology industry must be ended. Patents
on life forms must be abolished. The
same goes for genetic manipulation,
except in cases where it can be guaran-
teed that no lasting damage may be
done. The exploitation of raw materials
and nature, as much in our own coun-
try as elsewhere, must be seen in rela-
tion to its effect on people, nature and
environment. Instead of a single-mind-
ed emphasis on short-term gains prior-
ity should be given to sustainability.
Raw materials and products must be
where possible recycled. Economic
transactions should be conducted in
such a way as to be economically re-
sponsible.

An integrated society

A society which functions well must
give attention to integration and har-
mony. Integration of immigrant and in-
digenous inhabitants should be encour-
aged on every level. Living, working,
recreation and nature should not be in
conflict but, on the contrary, attuned to
each other. This demands a well
thought-out use of available space and
adequate possibilities to determine the
use of space in a democratic fashion.
Land must be possessed by the com-
munity where necessary and land spec-
ulation forbidden.
Integration must also be a starting
point and priority of housing policy.
The contrast between groups of resi-
dents who are confronted with an accu-
mulation of problems such as unat-
tended repairs and neglected public
space on the one hand, and those who
have everything they could wish for
close by on the other, must disappear.
The formation of ghettos – including
those of the rich – and segregation, are
unacceptable, partly because they
place people, in particular children, in
a disadvantaged situation. Everyone
must have the right to affordable and

good quality housing in pleasant sur-
roundings. That would require,
amongst other things, a legally binding
reasonable relationship between in-
come and housing costs, the encour-
agement of the building of social hous-
ing and a fairer sharing out of scarce
space for residential use, work and lei-
sure. The starting point must be that
space is something more than a com-
modity, and that community needs
come before financial interests. Specu-
lation in housing should not be permit-
ted. Thoroughgoing strengthening of
the influence of democratically elected
bodies over what happens in relation to
land and housing is necessary in order
to guarantee the right of everyone to
housing.
Society should be able to offer every-
one the chance to travel around by
means of different forms of public
transport which are cheap, fast and
comfortable. In every decision con-
cerning the use of available space in
our country the need structurally to
limit the use of private transport must
be taken into account. The favouring of
environmentally unfriendly air trans-
port must be ended. The most environ-
mentally friendly forms of transport of
people and goods should be encour-
aged.

A safe society

Everyone is in equal degree entitled to
protection of his or her person, rights
and property. In order to guarantee
such protection, the one-sided empha-
sis on more repressive measures,
stronger punishments and enlargement
of the police force must give way to a
broader approach, with especial atten-
tion to the victims of criminality and
social insecurity. Police and courts
have, amongst others, the important
task of tackling criminals and preserv-
ing public order and safety. Society
should give them the means to do so.
However, society must also above all
set itself the goal, as far as is possible,
of preventing criminality. Abuse of
power and opportunities by people in
leading positions in society must be
vigorously tackled. It must also be rec-
ognised that people in large measure
derive their identity from their social
status. When they have no status and
no prospect of improving this, it some-
times takes very little to set them on a
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criminal course. Society must there-
fore pay more attention to the socio-
economic background of much crimi-
nality as well as to the greater insecuri-
ty of economically backward neigh-
bourhoods. Legislation and the admin-
istration of justice should extend equal
rights to, and impose equal duties
upon, everyone; and everyone must be
guaranteed equal access to justice and
legal aid. Every kind of class justice is
unacceptable.

A learning society

The provision of good and available
education for all is one of the most im-
portant investments we can make in
our society. It is for this reason that it
should be carried out by the state. In
this way we can prevent an intolerable
division in education between a luxuri-
ous private sector for the well-to-do
and an impoverished public sector ca-
tering for people with less money. Fi-
nancial barriers which limit the availa-
bility of education must go. Education
must in principle be free, paid for out
of the general resources of the state.
Good and universally available educa-
tion is essential to the development of
each individual and of society as a
whole. Education policy should be
based on the vision of humanity as a
social being and not one which must be
moulded as quickly as possible accord-
ing to the demands of the means of
production. Instead of the narrowing of
outlook now so often evident, educa-
tion should seek to bring about a wid-
ening of vision. Philosophy should be
included in the curriculum of every
school. Children have the right to be
children and the right to play. Children
should be brought up to be able, criti-
cal individuals capable of discovering
how things fit together. They should be
able to approach art, culture and sci-
ence with confidence, and learn to val-
ue and respect their fellow human be-
ings and all that lives. As well as edu-
cation and training aimed at preparing
them for work, all should have the op-
portunity to pursue continuing educa-
tion in order to broaden and deepen
their knowledge and understanding.
The independence of science is vital to
the development of society. Privatisa-
tion and commercialisation of educa-
tion and research should therefore be
resisted.

A creative society

Society as a whole should be the
guardian of our cultural heritage in the
broadest sense of the phrase, encourag-
ing both active and passive participa-
tion in art and culture and giving peo-
ple the chance to discover new, unex-
pected things. Art and culture offer not
only opportunities for relaxation, they
also give people the possibility of de-
veloping their own creativity and that
of others. Such a creative process is vi-
tal to a society which wishes constant-
ly to renew itself. For these reasons,
commercialisation of art and culture
must be resisted. The pure commodifi-
cation of art and culture erects undesir-
able financial barriers which exclude
sections of the population. It leads, fur-
thermore, to an impoverishment and a
flattening-out of what is available.
The right to free expression of opinion
and free access to the media, culture
and information (including the Inter-
net) should be guaranteed. Access to li-
braries, museums and galleries should
be free. The government should ensure
the continuation of a strong public
broadcasting service, within which di-
versity is guaranteed. Undesirable con-
centrations of power and the abuse of
power in the provision of information
must be resisted. New media regula-
tions are needed, especially in order to
protect children from commercial ex-
ploitation and undesirable exposure to
violent or harmful images.

One society

On the international level the Nether-
lands should encourage recognition of
the fundamental principles of human
dignity, equality and solidarity, engag-
ing in the struggle against worldwide
social inequality, poverty, underdevel-
opment, war and other forms of vio-
lence. Only then will all the world's cit-
izens be given the prospect of a life
worthy of human beings. Combating
poverty and a better sharing out of
prosperity are also needed if we are to
tackle the threat of overpopulation.
Radical reorganisation of the enor-
mous Third World debt is also neces-
sary. The world economy should be
fundamentally reformed so that prod-
ucts from developing countries are
paid for at a fair price. International or-
ganisations (such as the powerful

World Trade Organisation) must no
longer see free trade as the highest
good; in its place should be the goal of
development for all countries and their
inhabitants. The power of corporations
operating on the international level and
international financial institutions
must, through agreements within inter-
national organisations and treaties be-
tween national authorities, be reduced
in favour of that of bodies under demo-
cratic control. A stringent regulation of
international capital movements is
needed, as is a tax on all profits derived
from such movements. A better world-
wide sharing out of prosperity would
further the opportunity for everyone to
lead a fulfilling life and put an end to
many regional conflicts, thereby end-
ing also the disruptive flow of refugees
and giving their countries the chance to
carry out desirable structural reforms.
Refugee relief is the responsibility of
all civilised people acting in interna-
tional solidarity. Our country should
play a full and enthusiastic role in this.
International agreements should be
drawn up with the aim of greatly re-
ducing armaments.
In international actions and coopera-
tion with other countries states should
respect each others sovereignty. They
should also respect the human rights of
their own populations. Dutch foreign
policy must be directed towards mutu-
ally advantageous cooperation and the
protection and furthering of human
rights, and against political, economic
and military domination and exploita-
tion by one country or alliance over
another. Our army's duties should be
limited to the defence of the national
territory, and peacekeeping. Member-
ship of NATO is therefore unnecessary.
NATO should be abolished as soon as
feasible, and it would be a good thing
were the Netherlands to set a good ex-
ample by leaving. International securi-
ty must be based on international trea-
ties under the jurisdiction of the United
Nations. The UN should itself be de-
mocratised. Domination of poor coun-
tries by rich must end. In a world
where there is ever-increasing interna-
tional interaction and interdependence,
cooperation in more and more areas is
needed, including cooperation within
international institutions. In making
decisions regarding the establishment,
enlargement, restructuring or abolition
of these institutions the following cri-
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teria should be applied: the citizens
should find the cooperation transpar-
ent; the consequences for popular in-
volvement of increased scale should be
taken into account; cooperation should
not lead to erosion of national democ-
racy; and cooperation must contribute
to a better sharing out of prosperity and
wellbeing and to protection of human
rights.

Our Call

Socialism is not a blueprint for a future
society. Neither is it a utopian prophe-
cy, satisfying itself with the promise
that everything will be better just over
the horizon. Socialism is in the first
place the expression of a certain vision
of humanity and society. It offers a per-
spective for the future but has also, and

above all, meaning in the here and now.
Socialism’s starting point is that hu-
manity is the measure of all things, and
that this measure must be the criterion
upon which society is established. Hu-
man dignity, equality of worth and sol-
idarity together form our yardstick,
both here and now, and on the way to a
better world.
Ever more people are convinced that
the credo ‘more market, less govern-
ment’ offers no structural or sustaina-
ble solutions to the great problems of
our time, asking themselves, ‘Then
what?’ In a global society, in which na-
tional affairs are increasingly dominat-
ed by international developments,
there are no simple answers to this
question. We are not an isolated island
but a part of a worldwide whole. Yet
however complicated is modern socie-

ty, the need for an alternative remains
for us a fact.
We call therefore on everyone who
endorses the fundamental values of
human dignity, equality of worth and
solidarity to join us in thinking about
the further development and elabora-
tion of workable alternatives to this
capitalist ‘Brutopia’. We do this in the
conviction that the future belongs not
to ‘homo economicus’, the selfish,
calculating person who thinks that the
measure of all happiness is directly
proportional to the size of his or her
income or how much they consume.
We are rather convinced that the fu-
ture will be one of ‘homo universalis’,
whose creativity and dedication is
used for the benefit of the whole of
humanity, the whole of nature and the
entire earth.
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